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How Do We Change 
Environmental Policy?
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Executive Branch



Phases of Establishing and Implementing 
Policy Through Executive Action

4

Issue EO First 100 Days

Agency Guidance Second 100 Days

Implementation Ongoing

SIM
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The First 100 Days
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Total Executive Orders, Memoranda & Substantive Proclamations

SOURCE: The American Presidency Project



The First 100 Days
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Total Executive Orders, Memoranda & Substantive Proclamations

SOURCE: The American Presidency Project



Recent Comparisons
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THRU FIRST SIX MONTHS

And Still Going!



Day 1
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Establishing and 
Implementing the 
Department of 
Government 
Efficiency
(Jan 20)

EO 14158 

Declaring an 
Energy Emergency
(Jan 20)

EO 14156 

Ending Radical 
and Wasteful 
Government DEI 
Programs and 
Preferencing
(Jan 20) 

EO 14151

Ending Illegal 
Discrimination and 
Restoring Merit-
Based Opportunity
(Jan 20)

EO 14173

Unleashing 
American Energy
(Jan 20)

EO 14154

Temporary 
Withdrawal of OCS 
for Offshore Wind, 
Review of 
Permitting for 
Wind

Presidential 
Memorandum



Executive Actions
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Declaring an 
Energy 
Emergency
(Jan 20)

EO 14156 

Emergency 
NEPA 
Procedures

DOI
Emergency 
Procedures

USACE

Emergency 
Procedures

ACHP

Emergency 
NEPA 
Procedures

USDA

Transparency 
Projects

Accelerated 
NEPA

Immediate 
Measures to 
Increase American 
Mineral Production

EO 14241 

Policy Agency Guidance Implementation



Executive Actions

10

Unleashing 
American Energy
(Jan 20)

EO 14154

Rescind 
Regulations, Issue 
Guidance

CEQ

Updated NEPA 
Procedures

Agency

Policy Agency Guidance Implementation



Executive Actions
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Unleashing 
Prosperity 
Through 
Deregulation

EO 14192

Unleashing 
Prosperity 
Through 
Deregulation

EO 14270

Directing the 
Repeal of 
Unlawful 
Regulations

Presidential 
Memorandum

Rescinding the 
definition of 
“harm”

USFWS & NOAA

Greatest 
Deregulatory Day 
in History

EPA

Policy Agency Guidance Implementation



Executive Actions
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Ending Illegal 
Discrimination 
and Restoring 
Merit-Based 
Opportunity

EO 14173
• Eliminates DOT 

Equity Council
• Rescinds USDOT 

EJ Order

USDOT 
Secretarial Order

Removes mentions of 
environmental justice 
considerations

Notices of Funding 
Availability

Policy Agency Guidance Implementation



Executive Actions
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Updating Permitting 
Technology for the 
21st Century

Presidential 
Memorandum

• Minimum functional 
requirements

• NEPA and 
permitting data 
standards

CEQ Permitting 
Technology Action 
Plan

90 days to begin 
adoption (July 14)

Permitting Council 
Agencies

Policy Agency Guidance Implementation





Legislative



Big Beautiful Bill

Section 60026 – Project Sponsor Opt-In Fees for Environmental Reviews

• Amends NEPA

• Creates process for sponsor to pay CEQ a fee equal 
to 125% of cost to do environmental review for 
accelerated decision making

• 6 months for an EA

• 12 months for an EIS



Permitting Reform in 119th Congress
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NEPA42+ 
Clean Water Act90+
Endangered Species Act117+



Judicial
18



Supreme Court Decision

Seven Counties Infrastructure Coalition

• Landmark decision (see prior NAEP webinar with 
Fred and Jay)

• Heavily relied upon in agency NEPA updates



Ongoing Litigation

Will inform future policy

20

Energy Emergency 
Declaration

Pause in wind 
development

Removal of climate 
change data

Rescission of 
congestion pricing 

program

Funding clawbacks Staff Layoff and 
Reorganization 

plans

THIS LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE



Visit:
policytracker.esassoc.com

Thank you!

Reach Out: 
Ebeightel@esassoc.com
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